2011 Cosmo League

SCC  vs Tanglin Club
Monday 7th November 2011

Bank Holiday Monday a good job for most of the participants who spent the previous day watching the Rugby 7’s.

Both teams arrived in good time with Tanglin’s No1 Darcy arriving well before the due time and then disappearing for a toilet break just as the match was due to start. The No1’s got the show on the road with the shuffling Darcy (in his virgin Cosmo year) playing the less mature but probably as crafty Kingsley. Darcy having been rejected by SCC as a Cosmo player set out to show us what we were missing. After gifting Kingsley the first 3 points he stooped lower and worked his way back to a 10-6 lead. However, not lacking guile himself Kingsley worked his way back to 11-11 and with neither player holding his serve, an exhausted Darcy elected sudden death at 14-14, but did not get close to Kingsley’s reverse boast. Kingsley was 1-0 up and as far as Darcy was concerned he was out foxed by SCC’s grey fox and lacking the stamina conceded the next two games 15-7, 15-11.

SCC were 1-0 but not for long because on the adjoining court Rhonda was playing Carl in the No2 slot. Rhonda on Grade 6 was using all her feminine wiles to overturn the handicap arising from Carl’s Grade 7 but officialdom was not moved and so the handicap remained at 0-3. Apart from the odd scream, the scribe cannot comment too much on this match as he was marking the first game. Rhonda lost the first two games 15-10, 15-7 but stormed back to take the third 15-10 before collapsing 15-9 in the fourth. I am not sure a change in the handicap would have helped too much, Rhonda.

Match score was now 1-1. Next up the No 5’s, both graded 9. Nick vs Gourab. In the first game Nick took advantage of Gourab’s lack of acquaintance with the court and won 14-8. Things were looking good for SCC, but Gourab came back in the second game with points being traded until 13-13, when Gourab took the next two points. Games were 1-1.  At this time both Gaurab and Nick then went into competitive mode for unforced errors with Gaurab becoming the winner (on this basis) enabling Nick to take this game 15-6. The next game was also riddled with errors, with Nick pulling back from 10-5 down to win 15-11.

SCC now led 2-1 and Jayant (SCC) grade 9 was playing Gary (Tanglin) Grade 8. With the advantage of a +2-1 handicap Jayant got off to a quick start but Gary got back to 9-10, before Jayant pulled away to win the first game 15-11. Jayant was convincing in the second game taking it 15-7, but Gary spurred on by his team mates and perhaps the result on the adjoining court, won the third game 15-12. However, the excesses from the previous day (watching the rugby, not playing) told his body enough was enough and he succumbed in the fourth 15-10.

The final pairing, with both playing at Grade 7 was Giles (SCC) and Andrew (Tanglin).  This match was between the whirling dervish (Giles) and the angelic Andrew and it had entertainment written all over it. As usual Giles started slowly and eventually got his first point at 7-0. He mustered another 4 to lose the first game 15-5. Giles exuberant range of shot making came to the fore in the second game and reversed the early score line of the first game before eventually taking the game 15-10. Andrew, although bewildered, by Giles’ retrieving, got to 9-5 in the third before being pulled back to 10-10. However Giles had run his course and lost 15-10. Should we tell them the overall match score? No we were getting too much amusement from the frenetics on court. Back came Giles, the younger man to storm through the fourth game 15-7. Now into the fifth with both players giving their all. Andrew trying to apply all his craft against Giles’ remarkable retrieving, and points being won from the others simple errors. However Giles was now running to all corners and Andrew was at a loss as to where to place the ball, finally succumbing 15-9 in the fifth.

SCC were the victors 4-1 in a most enjoyable evening and will arrange to play Tanglin next year immediately after the rugby 7’s.

Thanks to all who participated and supported including Brenda, who having chided her husband, sat down to watch an episode of “As Time Goes By”.

