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Cosmo Squash league 2011 
Scc vs Holllandse Club
Hollandse Monday 21st November 2011
And now we come to the tragic bit, there was no way of stopping it…..

… the last round of the Fry Group Cosmo 2011 for both SCC and Hollandse Club with Hollandse enjoying home advantage!
Oooh, after eleven rounds of qualifying, it were right tight at the top; the Gardeners on pole with 40pts, the Brits second on the grid with 37, SCC one back on 36, the Islanders in fourth on 35, and then a modest gap to our Dutch friends on 29, the ‘doodles on 28, and the men in white, the Tanglers, bringing up the rear with “club” 24 …. the Brits sit out the final round, but still have one to play vs the Islanders …. Isle of Dogs meets Pulau Ubin, but Pulau Ubin has two to go! In all probability it will be the Hanging Botanists vs the Pulau Islanders for their place in the Cosmos 2011…milky way! 
It is however our own close encounter of the third-fifth kind that concerns this report.  Over the centuries the orient has seen many a confrontation between the Hollander and those that play Cricket (to the highest standard) over trade and spices and bragging rights … and then there was William and Mary who tied at 1-1 with no extra time, and let in the Germans!  
In the current Cosmo campaign earlier honours had been sneaked by the Cricketers, with home court advantage, in a hard fought 3-2 win.  For the return in Adam Road’s “Batavia”, it was the Cricketers playing for position, and the Hollanders plying for honour in the post match festivities.  The Flying Dutchmen vs the Dam Busters; na na na na na na na, na na na na na na na, etc.  A wet night with poor visibility, so the Cricketers arrived in formation in a Maxi cab, on target and on time!  Complete surprise, as the courts were deserted!  Tone set.  But poor reconnaissance and a change in the lie of the land allegedly offering hourly comforts led to difficulty locating the changing rooms!  Opposition gently arrive.   

The line ups and conference calls led to some confusion, but first up was Giles vs Manoosh, with the clocks ticking, and Nick vs Declan on the reverse.  Declan, playing up, put up a game challenge, but Nick proved too strong and ran out a 3-0 winner; 1-0 to the Cricketers, with Giles under the cosh vs Manoosh in what was a well amplified ding dong encounter … Giles possibly attempting to raise the roof of the court in the mistaken belief that he might actually play a lob rather than the cross-court crash drive.  
Cap’n Tim meanwhile made his Cosmo court debut vs Bert, and it was a gallant if forlorn and ring rusty Tim-effort with Bert raising his game and mobility to run out a comfortable winner … 1-1, but Giles and Manoosh had gone to an epic, decibel enhanced and headlong fifth which Giles took head first by a whisker; 2-1 SCC.  
[image: image3.jpg]Proudly sponsored by

MW The Fry Group





 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.thefrygroup.co.uk/singapore/assets/assets/the_fry_group_mini_logo.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image4.jpg]Proudly sponsored by

MW The Fry Group





 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.thefrygroup.co.uk/singapore/assets/assets/the_fry_group_mini_logo.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image5.jpg]Proudly sponsored by

MW The Fry Group




Robert “General-at-sea Blake”, leading the SCC line playing above himself, was next up against the Dutch master tactician Fred “Admiral van Tromp” … and this match produced some of the most entertaining squash as Rob “Blake” … “kept the fight going merrily … giving and taking many effective broadsides” (from the Boy’s Book of Battles, Eric Wood, 1913 – how on earth did he know what happened? Ed.) to come back from behind before ultimately losing 3-1 in the fourth in a hard fought encounter.  Rob’s Cinnamon joined Nathaniel’s Nutmeg; 2-2 and all tied on the night.  
William and Mary again!  Time for a punitive expedition?  Unfortunately the white flag was run up and the fifth match was conceded.  The Cricketers bagged it 3-2 on the night.  Close but no cigars!  Beers a plenty, a glass or two of red liberally flowing, bitterballs and goreng on the terrace until late in the night.  Thank you Hollandse for a good evening of hard squash and plentiful refreshment!
Some pictures that might have been taken on the night are shown below!       
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